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PLANO, Texas (June 30, 2023) – Toyota Motor North America (TMNA) today announced executive changes
designed to drive continued growth, advance its commitment to vehicle electrification and building where it
sells, and prepare for the future of mobility. The following Research & Development, Manufacturing and
Product Support changes are effective July 3, 2023.

Promotions:

Mike Sweers, senior vice president, Product Development Office and Global Truck executive chief engineer,
has been promoted to executive vice president, Toyota Motor North America, Research & Development (TMNA
R&D) and chief technology officer, reporting to Ted Ogawa, CEO, TMNA. Sweers will be responsible for North
American vehicle research and development. He is also appointed to the TMNA North American Executive
Committee. Sweers assumes the core responsibilities previously held by Shinichi Yasui as the head of R&D and
who recently became Chief Project Leader, Hydrogen Factory, at Toyota Motor Corporation.

Susan Elkington, president, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Kentucky (TMMK), has been promoted to senior vice
president, Electric Vehicle Supply. In this newly created role, Susan will be responsible for accelerating the
company’s electrified transformation, with a focus on battery and electric vehicle production and supply
strategy. Elkington will report to Takefumi Shiga, executive vice president, Engineering and Manufacturing,
TMNA.



Kerry Creech, vice president, Manufacturing, TMMK, has been promoted to president, TMMK. In this role,
Kerry will oversee Toyota’s largest plant in the world as it prepares for future BEV production. Creech will
report to Elkington.
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New Assignments:

Chris Nielsen, executive vice president, Product Support and chief quality officer, TMNA, and member of the
TMNA North American Executive Committee, assumes additional responsibility for North American purchasing
and supplier development. Robert Young, group vice president, Purchasing Supplier Development, will report to
Nielsen.

Norm Bafunno, senior vice president, Unit Manufacturing and Engineering, assumes the title of Senior
Manufacturing Executive. In this expanded role, he will advise Shiga, helping lead the company’s manufacturing
transformation strategy while continuing his responsibilities overseeing all North American unit plants. Bafunno
will continue to report to Shiga.




