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With more than four million miles of roads crisscrossing the United States, there are plenty of scenic routes for
those who might be hitting the road to celebrate National Go For a Ride Day on Nov. 22.

Topping the list of perfect routes are the National Scenic Byways, which also happen to be some of the recent
locations for a host of Love Our Byways volunteer events sponsored by Toyota.

So, what is a National Scenic Byway? In much of the same way Congress set aside lands to be protected as
national parks, the Department of Transportation has designated a network of spectacular drives that are
protected as part of the America’s Byways collection.



Toyota partnered with the National Scenic Byway Foundation to support volunteer events hosted by non-profit
byway groups.

To become part of this exclusive collection, a road must have:

features that don’t exist anywhere else in the United States;
and be unique and important enough to be destinations unto themselves.



Qualifying roads must also have one or more of the following six intrinsic qualities:

Scenic
Archeological
Historic
Recreational
Natural
Cultural

Toyota believes an automotive company can also be a vehicle for change. With a diverse lineup of vehicles
perfect for supporting volunteer events and for hitting the road, Toyota funded the inaugural year of the Love
Our Byways micro-grant program to promote local conservation and beautification events. As the Official
Automotive Partner of the National Scenic Byway Foundation, Toyota provided funding to the National Scenic
Byway Foundation to support the volunteer events hosted by non-profit byway groups who teamed up with local
government partners that manage the byways.

“The tools we were able to purchase with Toyota’s generous support not only made our Love Our Byways event
possible, but they’re also invaluable to support all future volunteer events,” said Mark Wilson, board chairman,
Intermountain Natural History Association, and host of the Love Our Byways event at Flaming Gorge-Uintas
National Scenic Byway.



Volunteers plant monarch-friendly plants along the historic Route 66 to support monarch butterfly conservation.

While it’s easy to associate byways with the “scenic” aspect, these special routes are the source of endless stories
that also include reflections of the past as well as representing a shared cultural history that’s so relevant today.

For example, the Selma to Montgomery March Byway commemorates the 1965 march for equal voting rights,
which changed the course of the nation. Covering 54 miles of Alabama’s “Black Belt” region, the byway is a
culturally significant route that reminds travelers of the hard-won battle for African American voting rights.



Volunteers from the City of Selma, the nonprofit Blackbelt Benefit Group, Downtown Merchants Association,
local students and other dedicated community members rolled up their sleeves to improve Songs of Selma Park
and the iconic Edmund Pettus Bridge.

Another important volunteer event took place along the Illinois segment of Historic Route 66, which is part of
the monarch butterfly migration path. More than just beautiful to the eye, monarchs are important for their role
as pollinators and are an at-risk species in deep decline due to habitat loss. The Route 66 Monarch Flyway
conservation initiative was supported as part of this volunteer event, which added monarch-friendly plants along
the byway such as milkweed, which are crucial for the species to breed.

https://pressroom.toyota.com/the-butterfly-effect-toyotas-monarch-migration-takes-flight/


Toyota is the Official Automotive Partner of the National Scenic Byway Foundation, to help support local
byway initiatives.

“Volunteerism is a core value at Toyota,” said Angie White, senior manager, media, Toyota Motor North
America. “We’re proud to support these great roads, the causes they represent, and the volunteers who are
maintaining them for all to enjoy.”



Love Our Byways volunteer events succeeded on a national scale to both beautify and raise awareness of the
special meaning of the byways including:

Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway (NY), which follows the historic route of the Erie Canal
Flaming Gorge-Uintas National Scenic Byway (UT), where anyone can experience 770 million years of
exposed geologic history and visit Dinosaur National Monument
Great River Road National Scenic Byway (WI segment), which follows the Mississippi River from Lake
Itasca in Minnesota all the way to the Gulf of Mexico
Cascade Loop National Scenic Byway (WA) to experience the beauty of the Columbia River Valley,
glacier-fed Lake Chelan, North Cascades National Park and the Puget Sound

For information on how you can get involved and support our National Scenic Byways, please visit
NSBFoundation.com.

https://nsbfoundation.com/

